
 





 

About The Utah Chinese
History Museum

The history of Chinese in Utah began much earlier and is richer than
previously believed. While it is commonly thought that the Chinese
arrived in Utah in 1869 to build the railroad, research has shown that
they arrived as early as 1860 and settled across 19 counties in Utah.

Sun Yat-sen, the first President of the Republic of China, visited Salt Lake
City in 1911, and Meiling Song, the wife of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-
shek, visited in 1943. A prominent Chinese businessman, Wong Sing,
operated in Utah from 1898 to 1934.

The Utah Chinese History Museum is dedicated to research and
education, with a mission to promote and share the history of Chinese in
Utah through traveling exhibitions and presentations across the state.
The museum also has a youth history program to train and educate
young Chinese Americans.

Currently, the museum has a collection and a physical location. Still, the
goal is to build a larger museum to showcase the collection better and
further promote the education of Utah's Chinese history. 



 Where Chinese lived in Utah
during 1860-1890  



Census Data
 Chinese in Utah

1860 - 1
1890 - 806
1940 -  228 
Since 1950, there has been an increase in the
Chinese and Asian populations in Utah
2020 - 22,785*
The AAPI population has more than doubled
since 2000.

 



Why Chinese Came to
 Park City 

Park City was discovered in 1868 when
soldiers stationed in Salt Lake City traversed
the mountain from Big Cottonwood Canyon
to find silver. The completion of the
Transcontinental Railroad in 1870 brought
hopeful miners by the droves to Utah with
their eyes set on becoming rich overnight. 
1869, Chinese railroad workers came to Utah,
they built the hardest part of
Transcontinental Railroad, They made a huge
contribution to Ameirca. 
After completion of the Transcontinental
Railroad construction, some of Chinese
railroad workers came to Park City.



Park City Map 1889
 

The Circle area is Chinatown,the bridge
crossing Chinatown called China Bridge.



Park City Chinatown



Park City Fire 1898

Rebuild China Bridge 
after Fire



Chinatown was poor,China 
 Bridge means
discrimination

 Miners earned $5 per day, other jobs earned
$1 per day, Chinese were only allowed to do
$1 per day.



Chinese in Park City



 

  

 



 

Wong Sing
 

The merchant prince of the Uinta Basin

 

 
No history of the Chinese in Utah would be complete
without the story of Wong Sing.



He lived in Utah from 1889 to 1934. In 1889,
he was a laundryman on the Uintah River
Bank. Later, he opened a store to sell Chinese
goods. In the early 1900s, it was the biggest
store in Eastern Utah. Wong Sing Store had
$70,000 worth of goods. This was 300 times
the average annual salary at that time.

Wong Sing’s wife and daughter remained in
China and never moved to the USA. However,
his son came to Utah in 1923.

Wong Sing had many customers and made
friends with all community members. Wong
Sing had a strong friendship with Native
Americans. They made purchases of up to
$200 at one time.

Wong Sing often gave gifts to children.

 

Wong Sing



 
 

He also donated to build the Uintah hospital.
During the Great Depression in the 1930s,
Wong Sing allowed his  customers to purchase
goods without money.

Wong Sing had a good reputation, his checks
could be used as cash in post offices and banks.

Wang Sing had functioned as a one-man
Chamber of Commerce for eastern Utah.

Wong Sing died in a car accident on March
24,1934. The Salt Lake Tribune Headline
reported that Native Americans mourn the
death of Wang Sing, Pioneer of Duchesne, and
about 20 top Utah elected officers mourn the
death of Wang Sing.  He will never die in the
memory of his acquaintances and the residents
of Uinta Basin.

Wong Sing



Wong Sing's Store



Wong Sing's son and friends



Wong Sing gave calendars as gifts to his
customers. He also gave candies and fruit
to customers after a purchase.

Wong Sing's Calendar



 
His son Wong Wing continued the business. 
Wong Wing died at the age of 53.
The business and house were sold.

Wong Sing 
on the Newspaper



 

Father of Modern China
Sun Yat-sen visited Ogden and Salt Lake
City  in 1911.

 
Sun Yat-sen



 
Octorber 10, 1911 is an important date for
Chinese.

 

Sun Yat-sen,November 12 1866 – March12 1925.

China was weak at the end of Qing dynasty, Sun
Yat-sen came to the American Chinese
community to raise funds to  rebuild China and
reform China. In 1911, he traveled from SF to
Ogden, and then came to Salt Lake City.

On October 10,1911 China had a revolution at
WuChang to overthrew the Qing Dynasty. Sun
Yat-sen was in Salt Lake City at the time.  Later,
he was elected to be the President of China.



 
On October 7, 1911, Sun Yat-sen stayed at  The
Hotel Marion in Ogden. Sun Yat-sen used the
letterhead of the Hotel to write a letter to China.

 



 

 Oct 7-9, 1911, Sun Yat-sen was in Salt Lake
City.  October 10, 1911, when the important
revolution happened in China, it’s leader was
in Salt Lake City.



 

He stayed in Chinatown, Plum Street, Salt
Lake City, it was west of State St, between
100s and 200 s.



 

Madame Chiang
Stayed in Ogden 

 
Madame Chiang was the First Lady of the
Republic of China, the wife of  President Chiang
Kai-shek.
Sister-in-law of Sun Yat-sen. 



 

When she was 9 years old, she came to the USA
for education.  She went back to China with a
degree from Wesleyan College.

In 1927, she married Chiang Kai-shek and became
the First Lady of China.

In 1937, the Japanese invaded China

In 1941, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor.

In 1942, Madame Chiang visited the USA, looking
to build the World War II League.



 

She gave speeches in 7 U.S. cities.  Hundreds
of thousands of people listened to her speech.  
She drew crowds as large as 30,000 people to
listen to her in New York.



 

Utah governor  invited her to visit Salt Lake City,
but she could not make it due to her illness.



 

 
But on her way to San Francisco, Madame
Chiang made a stop in Ogden 9:35am-10:50am
,March 24,1943.

 



 

After Madame Chiang’s Visit, the US ended the
Chinese Exclusion Act. The Utah Chinese
Population started to increase.



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Chinese cooks in front of old Silver Reef’s Cosmopolitan Restaurant

Hop Lee, The owner of a Chair store, advertised to have his woman
returned to him…for a $50.00 reward. This Chinese lady cost $700.This
lady was his property because Chinese customs of the time embraced
slavery and kept persons, which are even numbered in the census.

The Chinese man lived here without a family; they moved from one
work to another work, A Chinese man missed his daughter and asked a
white parent to permit him to hug their daughter.

Most of the Chinese in silver reef could read and write Chinese.

The Chinese raise pigs in Silver Reef.

Stories 



 



 



 



 



 
Recent contributions by
Chinese-Americans in Utah

Chinese Americans work in all industries in Utah,
from education to health care to the financial
sector.

Nathan Chen - World Champion Figure Skater.

China is Utah's third largest trading partner, after
the United Kingdom and Canada. Utah's trade
with China totaled nearly $ 4 billion in 2018. In
2019, Utah exported almost $740 million in
goods to China. Pre-pandemic, Chinese tourists
brought over $140 million into Utah's economy
each year. 
Source:  World Trade Center Utah
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